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WASHINGTON “ Congressman John W. Olver (D - 1st District) announced                that President Clinton has signed into law today legislation “ the                Satellite Home Viewer Improvement Act “ which will immediately restore                satellite coverage and allow users of satellite television dishes                to pull in local news, weather and sports “ ending one of the long                standing disputes between the satellite television industry, cable                television and network broadcasters.              

Earlier this year, hundreds of satellite subscribers in western                and central Massachusetts lost their coverage due to a court order                in Florida which was prompted by disputes between network broadcasters                and satellite TV providers.  Network broadcasters were claiming                that the satellite providers were beaming channels not allowed under                current telecommunications law “ essentially channels that can be                received from an antenna.              

œThis is a giant win for consumers,” said Olver. œI have received                hundreds of unhappy letters and calls from my constituents who live                in rural hilly areas who could not receive any programing without                a satellite.  Most of those people lost their satellite coverage,                and now I can finally tell them that they will no longer have to                worry about losing their favorite programs again.”              

The legislation does two important things.  First, in most                cases, it will restore satellite TV to subscribers who had their                service taken away earlier in the year if they fall within the Federal                Communications Commission°s œGrade B” designation.  Most satellite                subscribers in rural areas fit into this definition and service                should be restored without delay.              

Second, this legislation for the first time requires satellite                TV providers to provide local stations, which they previously were                prohibited from doing. If a satellite provider does not voluntarily                provide local programming immediately, they will be required to                do so by the year 2002.              

œThe war between satellite providers and local broadcasters is                over. If any residents are still having problems receiving satellite                coverage they should contact their satellite providers immediately,”                Olver concluded.             
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